Zero Waste Week - Ildeas Bank

A continuous collection of classroom and whole-school ideas to explore waste reduction, recycling
and our impact on the environment. Suitable across primary and secondary phases.

About Zero Waste Week

+ Takes place 7-11 September 2026 (the first full week of September each year)

* Founded in the UK in 2008 and now marked by millions of people in over 85 countries
» Encourages households, schools and organisations to reduce what they send to landfill
« Built around the 'Five R's": refuse, reduce, reuse, recycle and rot

Whole-School / All-Through Ideas

* Run a whole-school waste audit to see what is actually going in the bin

* Launch a 'nothing to landfill' pledge for the week

» Display facts about how long different materials take to decompose

+ Organise a swap shop or uniform and equipment exchange

» Set up clearly labelled recycling and composting stations around school

* Hold a'litter-free lunch' challenge for packed lunches

» Create a display showing the journey of an item from bin to landfill

+ Share the Five R's with staff and students and challenge everyone to try one

Primary ldeas

» Sort classroom rubbish into recycle, reuse and landfill piles as a group activity
* Make something new out of recycled materials (junk modelling)

» Discuss where our rubbish goes after it leaves school

» Create posters reminding classmates to reduce waste

* Keep a simple class diary of items reused or recycled during the week

* Read a story or watch a clip about recycling and discuss the message

» Design a reusable bag or lunch box

+ Take partin a 'one plastic-free day' challenge

Secondary Ideas

» Investigate the environmental impact of fast fashion or single-use plastics

+ Research the Five R's and apply them to everyday school life

* Debate whether individuals or companies bear more responsibility for waste

» Design a campaign to reduce waste in one part of the school, such as the canteen
« Estimate the school's waste output over a term and identify one change to reduce it
* Analyse packaging from common school snacks and propose alternatives

» Investigate how a local council manages recycling and landfill

» Create a short film or presentation on a 'hidden' source of waste, such as e-waste

» Compare recycling systems and rates across different countries



Cross-Curricular Links

» Science, materials, decomposition and environmental impact
» Geography, sustainability and resource management

+ Citizenship, individual and collective responsibility

* Maths, analysing waste data and calculating reductions

» Design & Technology, repurposing and recycling materials

» English, persuasive writing and campaign design
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